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Rox ANS xiv. 19. 


Let us ; follow after the things wh ich make 5M 
e Peace. 


& ; 


EACE and Unity, are terms of 
ſuch acknowledged excellency | 
. in their own nature, ſo benefi- 
cial in their ufe; and neceſfary 
to the very being of ſociety, 
| | and the general good of man- 
kind; ar = r ſuch variety. of engaging language 
from "mitore;/ ſuch powerful and frequent expreſſion 
in Seripture: it were to ſuppoſe one unacquainted 
with humanity, and all the principles of good na- 
ture to need: conviction; with chriſtianity, a re- 
| ligion, whole! diſtinguiihing character is purity and 
pesee, to want B 10 ener wm tre 
things which nals for i. 27. b. 
Bur every one are more Ready to e 
this duty deſerving of their utmoſt endeavour, 
than to follow. after the things” which make for 
it : and wherein it conſiſts, and. how to attain to 


3 = 16 


* 


Turs then: ſhall. "n the ſu 
ing diſcourſe. | Ad in purſuance oft he I e 0 
of the Apoſtle's exhor wel t. oft 
preſent ka, ee for the promoting, We 
peace, and order in the community; I ſhall 


J. ENQUIRE into the nature of the duty here 
recommended to our carneſt purſult, what we are 
w underſtand by Peace. 


II. Warar' thoſe things ate, which will molt. 
clfe@ually make for it. 1 1 


* 


— 7 
4 "5 3 


5 


| afler them. < £ 105 wolf 8 Ar wh 12 


ol Tk better to: 3 the true che Be 
; this chriſtian grace, and to regulate our praftice-/ of | 
ſo neceſſary and important a duty, it is to be « 
ſerved, that by the word peace, we are not only: 
to underſtand the outward act, but alſo: the in- 
ward inclination and affection of the mind: not 
only a ſincere and conſtant endeavour to promote, 
and ſecure a mutual love and friendſhip among 
mankind, and to prevent all the miſerable conſe- 
quences of diviſion and diſtraction: but alſo doth 
imply a friendly « dif] Sirion and temper; a Prone- 
neſs and willingneſs to live peaceable and quict 
lives, and to JH, Peace with all men. : 
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E IN. this ant, we are in nn . 
by it, that ſweet and tender diſpoſition of mind, 
that calm and eaſy compoſure of ſoul, which in- 
clines men to mutual love, and concord. It is 

that amiable faculty, which ruling in our hearts, 

commands unity of affection, and good will to- 
wards men, in whatever part of the world it pre- 

_ vails: which moſt effectually deſtroys the very firſt 
Ee of ſtrife and diſcord, and removes Every 


E 


orgs and ine” or the impetuous flies of 
diſtempered reaſon. Tt is, in ſhort, that bleſſed 
quality, which eradicates the very ſeeds of ſtrife, 
and al thoſe vile affections, which are. the unhappy 


parents of quarrels and diviſions. 


To prevent the pernicious conſequences of hes 
ful and malicious deſigns ; it courts the affe&ions 
of men with all the endearments of love, and good- 


neſs: to ſubdue the unnatural ſwellings of pride, 


and envy; it inſinuates into the breaſts of men all 
lowlineſs, and humility of mind: to reſtrain men 
from the thoughts of injuſtice, violence, and op- 
preſſion; it ex poſes to their view, all the bleſſed 
fruits of tenderneſs, friendſhip, and good nature; 
lets them behold the beauty and pleaſure of living 
together in unity, and how happy it is to be as 
one ſoul, Tejoicing ae in Ae * eee 
harmony. - 51. a0 CC 
A 2 AN b 
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ps diſplay” if” are effect 1 t Alen 
_ and behave. ſuitabiy . for 
in ulhate net digit we view the peaceable man, chere 
ill be one invariable tenor in all his actions, 
Nhe agen o LY 25 0 nner f 


46 he a e and inveſted with authority 
over others? he condeſcends to men of low el "= 
is caly- of acceſs, affable i in his demeanour, ules His. 
Authority“ with dileketidb, and Tweetens it with cle- 
mency, and thinks no good office misbecoming him, 
if others may benefited by it. He is ever ready 
to receive any juſt complaints, oo, earneſt to com- 
poſe differences, and heal diviſions: and by his judg- 
ment; by his intereſt; by perſwaſion; yea, by his 
enthotity, if he has a 1 call, endeavours to put 


a period 10 all unhappy diſputes, and without an 
Over haſty application of a legal remedy, maintains 


peace and friend{bip throughout his uthole neigh- 
hourhood; and does not only bear the Commiſſion, 
but is a el Conſervator and Preſerver of the peace. 
Or does he prefide in the court of yuſtice, and 2s 4 
judge | among men? be diſcharges; this High truſt, 
with impartiality, Vigilance, and integri : has wo 
refpet? of penſaus in judement, but hears the mall 

as well as the great. He diveſts himſeif of all 
private paiſion, intereſt, or affection; and is not 
influenced by any A to the merits cf 
the 


TF-» 4” 


the ate” He is Bold and Wenn in the execution 
"of juſtice, * and ts not afraid of man, becauſe the 
Judgment is "Gods. He is averſe to thoſe inſinuat- 
ing arts, and cunning devices, whereby to delay, 
-obſtract, or pervert judgment: and acts Hke him, 
ho in the midi of judement "remembers mercy, 5 
F nbvy8" 27718. RR JO: 
Or if we view him as an inferior. He is modeft 
in his behaviour, humble in his deportment, and 
eaſy under his dependance: not. readily zeflecting 
on, or cenſuring authority, but ever thinks with 
reſpect, and ſpeaks with decency of thoſe, whom 
the providence af God has caſt into an higher or- 
Her. Or is he an equal? he is not forward or at- 
Aluming, arrogating to himdelf any ſaperiority of 
merit, or peculiarity of reſpect; but is open and 
familiar, courteous and condeſcending, . and would 
make 3 eaſy, and converſation agreeable. He 
does nothing through ſirife, or vain-glory, but in 
towlinefs of mind eftcems others better than hin;- ; 
ſelf. Or if we view him in another light, as a 
member of the civil ftate: he is eaſy, and ſatisfied 
with the ſtation allatted him by providence: quiet- 
1y ſubmitting to the laws of his country; aud with- 
out any complaint, regret or ſeditious murmuring, 
for peace and conſcience ſake, performs what the 
wiſdom and authority of the nation thinks fit to 
impoſe, in order to the peace, and ſafety of the 
Whole. He leaves the government, and the affairs 
Be as they! ought to be left, to the thoughts 
and 


2 Deut. 1. + Philipp. ii. 3. 


T v7 


7 and reſolutions of thoſe, whoſe. ſuperior, Gables 4 
enable them, and whoſe. peculia 
them to weigh, and deliberate all: ſuch points w ith 
Propriety and ad vantage: and never forgets his fre- 
| quent addreſſes to the throne of grace, for the 
peace of aur Jeruſalem, and that we may lead 
quiet and ered (ous in all ai, and 1 : 


nk 


ecull 


province requires 41 


Tuv s will the peatlahle man aoquit himſelf 6 


in all relations of life, and with a particular eye . 


to that which is the chief ſupport of all ſociety, 
the propagation of peace and love to mankind. 


And how happy muſt that ſociety be, that is 


bleſſed with members of ſuch amiable al chri> 


ſtian diſpoſitions? and would they every where 


ſpread and flouriſh, om would the earth rejoice 


and all the inhabitants make 9 Proceed we n 


Mi: he! 
II. Pracz, To . bow chis amiable temper 


of mind may be acquired, what thoſe things are 


which moſt effectually make for it. 
AxD theſe will appear Herne to conſiſt in n theſe 
two particulars. : 


©: „, B 1 adorning ourſelves Willi thoſe graces 


and virtues, Which are apt to ſoften and ally our 


own. and other mens paſſions. 


* Second! „ Br carefully avoiding, the ; oppoſite 
vices, which are deſtructive of charity, and i incapa- 


citate us for being promoters of peace and union. 
1% > Tas 


4 | 

8 * : K. 

2 HS 8 

: 7 y Lu 4 pe 
: 5 45 * 4 Fe # * 

1 1 
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Tu HE fiſt | nat 0 this * tem- 
3 per of mind is to be acquired is, to adorn ourſelves 
with all thoſe graces and virtues, which are apt to 
often, and allay our own and other mens Paſſions. | 


Any among. all that variety of ſocial virtues, 
| which naturally make for. peace, that great evan- 
gelical one of charity, deſervedly has the pre- emi- 
nence: where this is the principle of all our actions, 
and ſcatters its influence over our whole conduct: 
Where this hath taken poſſeſſion of the heart, and 
ſhines forth among its other concomitant graces: 
it will naturally inſinuate itſelf into our conver- 
ſation and practice; produce tenderneſs, and com- 
paſſion, and bring ſorth all the bleſſed fruits of 
| love and friendſhip. When (as the Apoſtle argues) 
— as the elect of God, holy and beloved, we ſhall 
put on bowels of mercy, kindneſs, bumblencſs of 
mind,  meekneſs, long-ſuffering; forbearing one ano- 
ther, and fongiving one another, if any man have 
38 quarrel againſt any: even as Chriſt forga Ve g. 
And vhen above all theſe things, we ſhall put 
on charity, which is the bond of perfectneſs, _ 
the fountain to which all thoſe. other excellent 
graces owe their original; then the intereſt of our 
neighbour will appear to be truly at our hearts, 
and good will towards men, univerſally manifeſt 
itſelf as the real effects of ſuch influential virtues: 
jealouſies, and evil ſurmiſes, rude words, and. ruder 
actions, would for ever ceaſe: and all party di- 
„„ „ | ſtinctions, 


3 col. i is. 12, 13, 14. 
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oy linden, that ow enemy to publick peace, | 
Which is deſtrudtive of common uffice, and. often A 
of common charity, would naturally. die and va- 
niſn.—! Por. all the acts and properties of charity N 


diſtinguiſhed i in Scripture, as the genuine fruits of 


the holy Spirit, and offsprings of heavenly wiſtiom, 1 


"wy in their own nature make for peace. 


"Ph E charms of kind and undiſſembled language; a 
E gentle, and courteous behaviour; of fair, and 
equal procedure; are uſually too powerful, and 
Inviting to meet with contempt: mutual affection, 
and a like exchange of good offices, ſeem to be 


the juſt reward of ſuch unaffected goodneſs. Thus 
humanity and Eindneſs, as it ſmooths the diſpo- 
ſitions of men; ſo it cannot but ſecretly win their 


love and em. An innocent, and inoffenſive, an 


affable and benign demeanour towards mankind: 
to look with pleafure upon anothers virtue; to 7 
him grow in honour and eſteem, without an en- 


vious complaint; 70 rejoice with them that do re- 1 
joice, and weep with them that weep; thus ſen- 
ſibly to partake of their miſerics, delight in their 


enjoyments, and triumph in their ſucceſs; cannot 
but meet with mutual goodneſs, unite the intereſts 


of men, and make them contend, and ftrive to o- 


vercome each other, in the things which make for 


peace. And as it is the peculiar excellency of this. 
great evangelical virtue to cultivate and bring to 
maturity, every Eten. ſeed of friendihjy - ſo. it is 

not 
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not less excellent; * for deſtroying thoſe noxious 
weeds, which” naturally ſour the temper, and cauſe 


_ diſturbance. — Thus, affability, and good nature, 


implanted in the foul for the delight and joy of 
ſociety; by a ſubtile and infinuating art, diſſol ves 
thoſe evil diſpoſitions, which appear ſo - oppoſi te 
to unity and friendſhip; and reſtrains thoſe vices, 


that are generally the occaſion of all private quar- 
rels, and public k di viſions. Humility, that orna- 


ment and peculiar beauty of a great mind: by 
an inviſible ſorce, diveſts the proud and haughty 
of all their wonted inſolence, and makes them 
own wirh ſhame, the lowlineſs of their ſtate.— 


7 Meekneſs, in like manner, doth effectually cxtin- 
guiſh the ill deſigns of wrath, diſarms it of its 


ſting, and is the moſt bowl defence againſt in- 
jury and oppreſſion. And patience, that ſure token 
of generoſity and greatneſs of mind; ſtrips the in- 


jury of its moſt terrible aſpect, defeats the attempts 
of malice; and by a ſilent, yet apparent reproof 
 foftens the adverſary into lenity and forbearance. — 
And theſe are the genuine iſſue of that great evan- 
gelical rirtae, Co which ſo effectually make 
for peace. 


BuT ſecondly, to ah the recom mmend ation in 


the text, and to comply with the duty therein 


enjoined ; we ſhould alſo carefully avoid the op- 


poſite vices, which, are deſtructive of charity, and 
incapacitate us for being promoters of . and 


union. We muſt not only do good, but eſchew 


B evil, 


* Chrys. in 1 Cor. Orat. 32. 


* * 14 w 


Po evil, if N wedelt peace, and ea. it. For 


fin. every Way defeats the end of chis law, ſcatters 0 
the ſeeds of diſcord, and di viſion; alienates men's 


hearts and affections; and utterly. . them 


from following after the things which make for 


peace. From whence come wars aud figbtings a. 


mongſt vou? . (ſaith St. James) come they not 
hence, cuen of pour luſts ; — Thus pride and co- 


vetouſneſs, injuſtice and oppreſſion, fraud and tre- 
chery, calumny and ſlander, are the very inſtru- 
ments which the devil makes uſe of to diſturb the 
world; and have in their own nature a dire 
tendency to create differences, and cauſe diſſontions. 


And when men once come to deſtroy that mutual 


truſt, and confidence, which is the very bond of 
Peaoe and ſociety, and can only be ſecured by 


righteouſheſ: when the ſacred obligations to trutn 
and fidelity, and thoſe in ward checks which Divine 
providence has placed againſt injury and oppreffion 


are once ſubverted: if men, to gratify any re- 
vengeful or impious paſſion, can allow themſelves 


to break through thoſe moſt ſacred rules of truth, 
and juſtice, the ſureſt pledges of fidelity, and the 
chief ſecurity of right and property: each man's 


reputation, his eſtate, his life is made precariqus : 


yea, the very foundation of peace, ſecurity, and 
good government, is utterly deſtroyed. : For when 
the laws of righteouſneſs are once ſubverted, thoſe 


of humanity naturally ceaſe ; and all beneficence, 


all Wurfel truſt and good will — fall with 
A: 


. 1. 


en 


it: bur when : ighteoulneſs is reibicjeaincd” . 
erted to the glory of God, the immediate effect - 
is, peace on earth, and good will towards men 


* for the work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace. 


To it is owing. all that height of majeſty, aud 
reatinls; to which many mighty States, and Kirig- 
doms have been advanced from weak and ot 
derable beginnings: to it, may juſtly be aſcribed 
theit riſe, their continuance; to the want of it, 
their Aihrinutton, their deſtruction. They roſe in 

glory, or fell into contempt; as this firmeſt ſinue — 
of ſociety flontiſhed, or decayed amongſt them. 
Pride and luxuty, diviſion and jealouſy, and ſuch 
Uke enemies to what is peaceable and pure, were 
the unllappy inſtruments of overturning, the greateſt 
empires of the world. Whilſt Jeruſalem remained 
as a city at unity with itſelf, and peace was 
within its walls; it was as the Mount Sion, 
which was not to bs rems ved, but to ſtand faſt 
for ever. But when ſtrife and unrighteouſneſs 
were in the city day and night, going about with- 
in the walls thereof, it was thenceforth an eaſy 

prey to the Aſſyrian, Babylonian, or Egyptian 
nations; and its entire deſtruction was not more 
owing to the force of Nome, than the ftrife in 
 Fernſalem. And it were eaſy to ſhew that the 

| providence of God towards other nations, the 
Tn: the „ See and Romans, was, 
— : B 2 in 


2 4 fai Xxx. 175 


— 


o . 25 ; . 
* - 
7 1 2 


"hy this | none. conformable to 1 dealings 


with the pe ople of Ve ach. 3 ; i 2 oY 1 5 
Axp take away the awe f Religion, and all 


| that fidelity and juſtice, ſo neceſſary for the pre- 


ſeryation, and peace of human ſociety, muſt periſh 
with it. Take away this, and all obligations of 
conſcience ceaſe: the reverence due to oaths, the 
ſureſt foundation of judicial proceedings, would looſe 

its influence, and falſhoood in teſtimonies, partiality 


in verdicts, and iniquity of ſentences, be the con- 


tinual reproach of the Courts of Judicature. Yea, 


the deſign of the beſt concerted. laws, would be 


ſubverted; the bonds of government diſſolved; 
and the very fabrick of civil ſociety fall to the 


ground, did not Religion bear up the pillars of it. 
For Religion and Government are ſo intimately u- 
nited, and mutually depend on each other, 855 i 


they cannot lobt but when in company; and 
the ſtate has little leſs to fear from profes, 
than from ſedition. | 


Ev ERY attempt, ao: _ a. | national 
piety : every the leaſt endeayour to advance any 
notions tending to the deſtruction of religion and 
morality: may be looked upon as a kind of trea- 

ſon againſt the ſtate. And whether out of an ir- 
religious ſcorn, to laugh away the eternal notions 


of good and evil: or blaſphemouſly ellaying to 
deprive God of his moral attributes, in order to 

take away his providence and the certainty of a 
future ſtate: or 0 a pretended * of rea- 


1 


ſon, to ee the authority of Divine revelati- 
on: or for the gratification of whatever inordinate 
paſſion, to blaſpheme that holy name, by which 
alone we can hope to be ſaved: whatever plau- 
ſible pretence may be urged in favour of 'the Blaſ- 
phemer; he may juſtly be ſuſpeced of meditating 
pernicious purpoſes againſt the government, and be 
looked upon as an enemy to our publick peace, 
as well as our private happineſs. Which loudly 
| calls. for the Magiſtrates power to ſtop the infec- 
tion: yea, it is an iniquity to be puniſbed by the 
Judges; and ought to ſink deep into the minds 
of all thoſe, who act in a lower ſphere of au- 
thority ; and make them reflect, that the glory of 
God, the proſperity of the Nation: yea, their own 
honour calls for a due execution of thoſe whol- 
ſome laws, deſigned for the encouragement of vir- 
tue, and ſuppreſſion of vice. And be it ſpoke 
with all poſſible veneration for thoſe, Who have 
a diſtinguiſhed Commiſſion, thus to advance the 
glory of God, by putting, in execution the laws 
of man: their beſt endeayours in this weighty aſ- 
fair, arc a moſt important part of their duty. Up- 
on ſuch it is more eſpecially incumbent, not with 
the careleſs Gallio to overlook. theſe things, bur 
to diſcourage every inſtance of profaneneſs and im- 
morality, that blaſphemy and le wdneſs, that riot 
and intemperance, that contempt and neglect of 
publick worſhip; and all thoſe other enormities, 
which polute the land, interrupt its peace, and 


* it to the wrath of God; by putting in exe- 
cution 


18 


. 0 whichithe Aten and n 
our Legiſlators have ſeverally, made, and enacted 
againſt ſuch offenders. And great is the bleſſing 


pronounced by the Lord of Peace to a due ex- 


ecution of that Office: but otherwiſe, . hardly ſhall 
they be excuſed from being partakers of thoſe 
fins, which were as much within the compaſs of 
their power, as of their duty to prevent. 1 Y 


Thirdly, 1 SHALL onl y men tion another ex- 
pedient in order to promote peace and union, 
(Which the A poſtle ſeems chiefty- to recommend 


in this chapter, and from whence he refers the words 


of the text) that we ſhould induftriouſly avoid 
every thing that may be offenſive to our neigh- 

bour, in our betineicns temper, and converſation; 
and where we are left without the obligation of | 
any poſitive command, ſhould behave with a peace= 
able condeſcenſion and ſuitable. compliance. Such 
was the behaviour of the Apoſtte, and he that 

would imitate his peaceable diſpoſition, muſt not 
obſtinately perſiſt in every thing that is lawful, 
but where reaſon and religion will permit, ſhould 
recede a little and give way to expedience; to 
ſuffer good nature, ſometimes to prevail over a 
good title, and to ſeek peace, as well as to purſue 5 
juſtice: and always to forbear private revenge, 

even when he is conſtrained to feek a legal re- 


dreſs —This would moſt effectually prevent many 


of the difputes ariſing from inconfiderable trifles; 
and eaſe our Courts of hw of thoſe vexatious ſuits, 


which owe their Deng, a8 well as POE to 
ſome. 


ſome W and b ame 4 e 

the deſerved reproach of any peoples | 
__ WugxeAs would every one, in in their 3 

4 capabitich endeavour Þ to ſhew forth out of a good 
converſation their works with mookneſs of wiſdom. 
That wiſdom which is from above, and is pure, and 
peaceable, gentle, and caly to be intreated, full of 
' mercy and good fruits, there would then be no 
interfering of intereſts; no offences either given, 
or taken; no ads of 0 or oppreſſion, of 
fraud and in juſtice; ; no leading into captivity, aud 
10 cumplaining in our ftreets. * Wars would then 
ceaſe in all the world, the bow would be broken, 
the ſpear ſnapped aſunder, and the chariots burnt 
tn the fire. We might then ſurely enjoy that 
bleſſing of the Lord, to behold truth and unity 
meet together, righteouſneſs and peace conoaged ce 
each other. I come now 


III. To fet forth the great obligation of Soong 
apoſtol ical precept. | 


 AxD would we attend to the diftates of nature, 
the ad vantages of ſociety, or the precepts of re- 
ligion, we ſhould want no other argument to ſhew, 
how much it is our duty 70 follow alter the 


5 things which make for peace. 


MAN by his very make is calculated for 
friendſhip and communion, . and thereſare is made 
ſociable; not only to receive, but to communi- 


4 James . * pfl xlvi. 9. ; 
$ Cic. de Amic. C. iv, — Chrys, in 1 Cor, Orat. 25. 
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. kind, and ref 1 ) 4 t ough chere 
be a great variety in the thoughts and imaginati- Il 
ons, in the humours and follies of mankind; that, 
not withſtanding our beſt endeavours to be; kind 
dn peaceable, ſome will induſtriouſly. labour to 
moleſt and. grie ve us: though ſuch enemies are to 
be met with in a wicked. world, whoſe commu- 
nings are not for: peace, whom no civility can 
engage, no kind behaviour carl oblige, whom no 
obligation can melt or ſoften into goodneſs: yet 
this is not the original diſpoſition of the heart of | 
man, but the corruption, and depravity of nature: 
ſtriſes and debates there are, and ever will be, 
as long as pride and envy, covetouſneſs and revenge, 
poſſeſs the minds of men: but theſe are the diſ- 
orders and deviations of a de praved nature, and 
vhat in its primative, and uncorrupt ſtate, it knew 
nothing of; and are + abſolutely repugnant to the 
primary intent of the kind Author of our being; 
whoſe end, and deſign in creating man, was, in 
ſome ne to make him happy here, and per- 
fectly ſo hereafter : but there cannot be a greater 
unhappineſs, than a ſtate of ftrife and contention; 
its inverting the order of nature, doing violence 
to our minds, and defacing the image of God upon 
our own ſouls. So that to follow after' the things 
which make for peace, is an obligation of human 
nature. But if we conſider man as created under 
aà mutual relation, and framed for ſociety, the 
obligation will appear in a ſtronger light. 


Mzx 


+ Ariſt, Eth. vii. 1, — Chrys. in Eph, Orat. 2. 
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Me x are TY * nature ſociable creatures, at 5 
Nee ſo conſtituted, as to be inſufficient for 
their own happineſs, and to ſtand in need of each 
others aſſiſtance; and therefore have ever had re- 
courfe to Society as the common refuge of human 
 infirmities <© For to what other means F (faith the 
«heathen Moraliſt) are we indebted for our pre- 
« ſervation than to peaceable fociety ? It is this 
* common, and mutual exchange of good offices, 
* which adds ſtrength, and power to life; and in 
©, caſe of ſudden aſſaults, puts it into a better con- 
4 dition of defence: for to view us ſeperately, or, 
« what is worſe, at -varience, What are we, but 
© an uneaſy, and unequal prey to wild . beaſts ?. 
“ Man by nature is weak on every fide, ſociety 
4 ſtrengthens his infirmity, and arms his nakedneſs ; 
and it is by the help of a peaceful union, that 
© he commands the world, who when divided is 
« ſcarce an equal for any living rival.” + Yea, 
the beauty, ſtrength, and vigour of every thing, 
requires a mutual aſſiſtance: the world itſelf ſubſiſts 
by: an amicable correſpondence in its parts; and 
that is the deſign of every political Society, and 
which it depends on, as its n and muſt rely 
on as its ſupport. | 


Bur fince men are ſo far TY „as grolly 
to neglect, and pervert theſe firſt principles of their 
Creation: and the induſtrious enemy of our peace, 
C has 


* Cic. de Amic. C. iv. F Sen. de Benif. L. 4. C. xviu. 
+ Clem. ad Cor. Epiſt, 1. Cap. xx. Edit. Wotton. 


jury, into the minds of mien, 10 al ages: it 


been the wiſdow of every well conſtituted Govern · 

ment, to ſupport and enforce theſe natural rules 
of ſociety by ſtanding laws, and to guard thoſe 
laws by civil ſanctions. And whoever, endea- 
vours to diſſolve thoſe facred bonds by diſobedi= 
ence; does, in what. him lies, e the ly, four 
dation of publick tranquillity. . 


Tu ESE are confiderations — as . 
en and are all moſt powerful motives 
to engage us to follow after the things which 
make for peace. But We of this Church, and Na- 
tion, are more particularly concerned in this ar- 
gument: We, who may juſtly glory of the ſuperior 
excellence of our Conſtitution, whether civil or 
religious; have more than ordinary conoern to ꝓpur- 
ſue the direction in the text; becauſe we may be 
the greateſt ſufferers by diſcord and diſunion. While 
others are ſſaves to deſpotick power, or to the 
confuſion of a Democracy, we have liberty, and 
power, tempered by ſo agrecable a mixture, that 


the Prerogative of the Prince, the Liberty of the 


of dilſention, Kg ==] and qmalige, x 


Subject, and the happineſs of both are equally 
provided for: and all circumſcribed by ſuch laws, 
as will not admit the one to degenerate into yu. 
ny, or the other into licentiouſnefs. 


Ax p that all may enjoy the benefit of whine 
5 he wiſdom of our N deſi igned for all: 
| Juſtice, 


Tar 105 
Juſtice, as it wete, malces + Galodhn | Procefſioi 
through the land, and invites all the agrieved to 
fly to her for refuge, and to partake of her re- 
ef, and offers deliverance to the poor from him 
thet is too ſtrum for him, aud to lim — is in 
miſery, from him that | ſpaileth him. 80 that 
— — runs dawn amongſt us like waters, and 
righteouſueſs as a mighty ſtream, Yea, the annual 
appearance, the awful preſence of theſe venerable 
Guardians of our Rights and Properties, who come 
to execute righteouſneſs. aud Judgment for all tham 
that are. oppref/ed with wrong, is itſelf as a a- 
cred, ſhield to the land, as it ſtrikes a dread into 
the minds. of eaten. and ee thoſe that 
do well. ti 


AND e 4 in any Wendt able to difplay 
the excellency of thoſe Laws, by which we are 
preſerved in all our religious and civil Liberties, 


in all that is dear and valuable to us in reſpet _ 


of this world, or another. By which we are ſe- 
cured: from violence and - oppreſſion, and taſte the 
{ſweet of thoſe enjoyments which God has ap- 
pointed for our portion and our lot. By which 
our Faith and holy Religion, our pure apoſtolical 
Faith, our folemn, decent, and ptimitive way of 
worſhip, is not only allowed and permitted, but 
protected and encouraged, and our ſouls kept as 
free from ſlavery, as our bodies: engagements ſuf- 
ficient : ſhould we have, not only to lead quict 
and * ble lives in all godlineſs and honeſly ; 

„ but 


2 OR. 
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Moſes: to the _— wi Trac _— Nation 


is there ſo great; that bath Statutes and Jud- 
ments ſo righteous ? But the remembrance of the 


: fate. of the Philoſopher, -þ who indiſcreetly / haran- 


gued on military diſcipline | before Hannibal, gives 
me a \ſeafonable check in the further purſuit of 


this particular, —And indeed, we need no other 
inducement to purſue the duty here enjoined, than 


the ſtrong obligations, which the Goſpel lays up- 
on us: for a man muſt have very low pretenſions 


to Chriſtianity, who is the leaſt converſant in en- 


mity and malice. Whoſe genuine tendency is, to 


inſpire mens minds, with meek, gentle, and peace- 
able diſpoſitions ;. and is conſtituted in its ſeveral 


parts, to. einer the world, and to create an uni- 


verſal peace. It was this principle that our 8a- 
viour came down ſrom heaven to propagate to 
the world; and was not only uſhered into it, by 
a Proclamation of his ſacred Meſſengers, the Angels, 
of-- peace. on earth, but as the laſt, and beſt le- 


gacy which he could bequeath to his followers; 


he left them with this dying bequeſt, Peace 1 
leave with you, my peace 1 give unto you. And 
when he left the world recommended this doc- 


trine by the voice of his Repreſentatives, who 
went about every where preaching Peace, and per- 
ſuading all men 10 follow after the things which 


make for. it. Among hag, we have St. Paul 
enforcing 


Deut- ir. 8. 1 Tull, de orat. Gy 2. C. xvii. 
$ John xiv. 27. 
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— it with: all: the Areingith of Reaſon ; e- 
:qually ftrong | in civil as ſacred acceptation. ' He 
argues in his epiſtle to the Fpheſians, that f as 
there is but one body, and one ſpirit, and one hope 
of our calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptiſin, 
one Cod and Father of all: as every thing in 
our Religion is one; fo by virtue of this mutual 
ſympathy, ought every Chriſtian, to put on 
bowels of mercy, kindneſs, - bumbleneſs of mind, 
 meekneſs, and long-/ſuffering, to be of one mind, 
and to live in peace. And with the utmoſt power 
of Perſuaſion, pathetick as the Charity of its au- 
thor, courts and provokes the Philippians to peace, 
and amity, unity and uniformity: ꝗ if there be any 
"conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowſhip of the Pirit, if any bowels and mer 


cies; fulfil ye my joy: that ye be like minded, © 


having the ſame love, being of one accord, of one 
win. And doubtleſs, the great earneſtneſs, where- 
with the Apoſtle recommended this duty, pro- 
ceeded from the neceſſity, and advantage of it. 
And if the doctrines of Chriſtianity were duly prac- 
tiſed, and practiſed they muſt be, if ever we ex- 
pect to be ſaved by them, peace muſt be ſecure, 
and Religion amiable: all the offices of Humanity, 

would be religiouſly performed, and peace and 
happineſs for ever flouriſh. 


Ir then the ſolicitation of Nature, the bleſlings | 
of Society, or the power of * had their due 

| effect 
C. z. 1 5 . i x 
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e . seeed - 
on, would infinuate itſelf into every Converſation: 
every man would be a Benefactor to eachi other; and 
the World itſelf become a delightful manſion of 
peace and love. For where Peace is thus preſerv- 
ea, and Unity maintained, where an air of kindneſs 
T ſhall be ſeen in the face of the whole body, all the 
members of it ſhall contribute to each others joy, 
and young- and old, rich and poor, Magiſtrates 
and People, will equally ſhare in the advantage of 
it, and rejoice together in the bleſſings of amity and 
eee Let every one of us, eee in our ſe- 
3 the publick, towards our own private hap- 
pineſs, by encouraging this admirable temper of 
_— mind, which is attended with ſo many advantageous 
* and becoming qualities. And ſo ſhall we partake 
1 . of the bleſſed effects of friendſhip and ſociety, and 
by happy experience enjoy the bleflings of 4 city 
= that is at unity with. igel. A happineſs, which 
has been again and again recommended from the 
EE Throne, and endeared to us by a Sovereign, who 
—_  _ thinks his own quiet not too great a Sacrifice for the 
peace and quiet of his Kingdoms. And whilſt he is 
1 | making uſe of gentle and. patient methods to pre- 


r vail upon Princes, and to contiliate the powers of 


1 Europe: let us ſecond theſe his good deſigns by do- 
= . ing each our duty, in our ſeveral ſtations of life, by 
A putting away from us all enmities, and differences 
. + with one another: all unkind _Faloulies and ſuſpici- 
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ons, and thoſe 1 names 5 of diſtinction which. 
interrupt the harmony of publick B ies, and wc 0 
vate Societies: and contribute what we can, to that 
which is ſo much his Royal care to promote, and 
diſdains not to traverſe ſea and land to- effect: and 
by complying with this apoſtolical injunction, make 
his Government eaſy, and happy, and bleſs him 
with all the felicities of peace, while, peace among his 
ſubjects, is ſo great a bleſſing. „ | 


* - * 


Ax may the God of all grace, and Lord of peace, 
inſpire every Chriſtian breaſt, with ſo Divine a flame. 


May a bleſſed concord, that beautiful emblem of 


heaven's glory, begin and flouriſh amongſt us here, 
and remain undiſturbed by diſagreement, till it is 
compleated in an eternal unity hereafter. Amen. 
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